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The Basics in Chess

If you like to learn the basics in chess, 
the movements, the rules and anything 
else you need in order to play your first 
chess game, then I suggest you to study 
the free course “Newbie-500”.

You can find it here | https://www.rules-
chess-strategies.com/en/04-best-
players/wc-01-steinitz/newbie-500 

Is This e-Book For You?

This free e-Book is for everyone who 
know already the basics in chess and 
would like to organize little more their 
thoughts. Similarly, I selected 5 cool 
combinations for you in order to keep 
sharp your tactical vision.
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Tactical Blows

It's common that chess is 99% tactics

The first and the most important thing 
that you should learn, instead of chess 
moves, is how to handle the tactics. The 
tactic is a total of methods that we follow
in order to win a chess game. More 
specifically it consists of tricks and ways 
on how to get a decisive advantage. 

It's easy to understand that one side with 
material advantage will have decisive 
winning chances. With simple words, if 
we have more pieces we are very close to
win the game. For example if we have 
the King and Queen but the enemy has 
only his Queen then we can win him, 
right? Even if our opponent is the World 
Chess Champion (!) he's going to lose... 

Tactics can help us in all aspects of the 
game; in the opening, middlegame and 
endgame. For that reason is common to 
say chess is 9% tactics.

Tactical Exercises

Exercise 1

White's turn

Exercise 2

Black's turn
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Exercise 3

Black's turn

Exercise 4

White's turn

Exercise 5

Black's turn

Notes:

I strongly suggest you to set up the 
pieced into a real board and try to solve 
the puzzles by yourself.

Exercises are difficult, so if you cannot 
find anything please don't be 
disappointed. Try as much as you can 
and then check the answers.
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Solutions of the 
Exercises

Kesaris,Evangelos - 
Kalpakas,Georgios (2074) [B17]

Aegean op Agios Kirikos (9), 19.07.2006

1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.Nd2 dxe4 4.Nxe4 Nd7
5.Bc4 Ngf6 6.Ng5 e6 7.Qe2 Bd6 

Diagram 1 

This is one of my games that I played it 
during the last round of open chess 
tournament in Ikaria. It was a morning 
round and my opponent communized the 
opening lines...

8.Nxf7

This is a killing blow that force Black to 
resign. He will going to lose a lot of 
material or become checkmate. For 
example:

Kxf7 9.Qxe6+ Kg6 10.Bd3+ Kh5 
11.Qh3#]  1–0

Uhlmann,Wolfgang (2555) - 
Liebert,Heinz (2435) [A34]

DDR-ch25 Final Groeditz (9), 
22.02.1976

1.c4 Nf6 2.Nc3 d5 3.cxd5 Nxd5 4.g3 c5 
5.Bg2 Nc7 6.Nf3 Nc6 7.Qa4 Qd7 8.0–0 
g6 9.Qc4 b6 10.b4 Bg7 11.bxc5 b5 
12.Qb3 b4 13.Ng5 0–0 14.Bxc6 Qxc6 
15.Qxb4 Rb8 16.Qf4 Bb7 17.Nf3 Ne6 
18.Qe3 Bd4 19.Qh6 Ba8! 20.Rb1 Rxb1 
21.Nxb1 Qe4 22.Nc3 Bxc3 23.dxc3 
Qxe2 24.Nd2 Rd8 25.Qe3

Diagram 2

This is a very strong exchange sacrifice 
with the ultimate goal to take advantage 
of the weak light squares around the 
enemy monarch. White resign and it was 
the right decision as you can see in the 
sub-variation.

25...Rxd2! [25...Rxd2 26.Qxd2 (26.Bxd2
Ng5! 27.Qxe2 Nh3#) 26...Qf3–+]  0–1

Troeger,Paul - Weise,Dieter [D04]

GER-ch48 Kandidatenturnier09 
Ingolstadt (11), 13.05.1964

1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 g6 3.Nbd2 d5 4.e3 Bg7 
5.Bd3 0–0 6.c3 Bf5 7.Bxf5 gxf5 8.c4 e6 
9.Qb3 b6 10.Ne5 Nbd7 11.cxd5 Nxd5 
12.Nd3 c5 13.dxc5 Nxc5 14.Nxc5 bxc5 
15.a3 Rb8 16.Qc2 Qh4 17.0–0 Rfc8 
18.e4 fxe4 19.Nxe4 c4 20.Rb1 Be5 
21.h3 Rb3 22.Qe2 Nf4 23.Bxf4 Qxf4 
24.Ng3 Rcb8 25.Rbe1 Bd6 26.Qh5 
R8b5 27.Qd1 Rd5 28.Qe2 Rd2 29.Qh5

Diagram 3

Things are forced. Black sacrificed both 
of his Rooks in order to open up the 
enemy King's position and perform the 
checkmate.

29...Rxg3 30.fxg3 Rxg2+ 31.Kxg2 
Qxg3+ 32.Kh1 Qh2# 0–1

Vaisman,Volodia (2390) - 
Stefanov,Parik [E14]

Romania, 1979

1.Nf3 c5 2.b3 Nf6 3.Bb2 e6 4.e3 Be7 
5.c4 0–0 6.Nc3 b6 7.d4 cxd4 8.exd4 d5 
9.Bd3 dxc4 10.bxc4 Bb7 11.0–0 Nc6 
12.Rc1 Rc8 13.Qe2 Qd6 14.Rfd1 Rfd8 
15.Bb1 Na5 16.Ne5 Bf8 17.Nb5 Qb8 
18.d5 exd5 19.Nxf7 Re8 20.Qf3 dxc4 
21.Nh6+ Kh8
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Diagram 4

White pieces have fantastic places, aren't 
they? If all of your pieces have so 
energetic positions then the end is very 
near. Nonetheless, it will not happen by 
itself; you should calculate correctly the 
variations in order to deliver the killing 
blow.

In the diagram position White have 
plenty of good options and this mean that
his position is very good. He choose the 
most forcing and decisive way to 
continue his attack; by sacrificing his 
queen.

22.Qxf6! [22.Qf5!?; 22.Qh3!?]

22...gxf6 [22...c3 23.Qf7! Αυτή είναι μια 
πολύ σημαντική ενδιάμεση κίνηση 
23...Bb4 24.Qg8+! Rxg8 25.Nf7#]

23.Bxf6+ Bg7 24.Rd7 

In order to sacrifice the Queen, in the 
starting position, it was important to 
foreseen this powerful and only move. 
Without it, Rd7, the attack will not be 
correct and Black will win the game.

24...Qe5!? [24...Bxf6 25.Rxh7#; 
24...Rg8 25.Nf7#]

25.Nf7+ Kg8 26.Nxe5 Bxf6 27.Bxh7+ 
Kf8 [27...Kh8 28.Ng6#] 28.Ng6# 1–0

Paulsen,Louis - Morphy,Paul [C48]

USA–01 Congress Grand Tournament 
New York (4.6), 08.11.1857

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bb5 Bc5 
5.0–0 0–0 6.Nxe5 Re8 7.Nxc6 dxc6 
8.Bc4 b5 9.Be2 Nxe4 10.Nxe4 Rxe4 
11.Bf3 Re6 12.c3 Qd3 13.b4 Bb6 14.a4 
bxa4 15.Qxa4 Bd7 16.Ra2 Rae8 
17.Qa6

Diagram 5

This is one of the most beautiful 
combinations of all times. Black 
sacrificed his Queen in order to create 
weaknesses around the enemy King and 
strong attack. During the game he didn't 
manage to find the best moves, but he 
had his chance.

Similarly, it doesn't mater if you perform 
the checkmate or you capture the Queen; 
win is win.

17...Qxf3!! [17...Qxa6 18.Rxa6 c5³; 
17...Qf5!?; 17...Qb1?! 18.Rb2]

18.gxf3 Rg6+ 19.Kh1 Bh3 20.Rd1 

[
Sub-variation 1
20.Rg1 Rxg1+ 21.Kxg1 Re1+ 22.Qf1 
Rxf1#;

Sub-variation 2
20.Qd3 f5! This is a very important move
that overprotecting the Rook on g6. This 
Rook is an extremely important attacking
piece.

( In this sub variation you can see how 
important the Rook is and what could 
happen if Black is not careful. 
20...Bg2+? 21.Kg1 Bxf3+ 22.Qxg6 hxg6 
23.d4)

21.Qc4+ Kf8 (21...Kh8 22.Qf7) 

He successfully avoid the last trap 
keeping alive his attacking Rook on g6; 
so he has a winning position. You can 
follow the sub-variation:

22.Rd1 Bg2+ 23.Kg1 Bxf3+ 24.Kf1 
Bg2+ 25.Kg1 Bd5+ 26.Kf1 Bxc4+ 27.d3 
Bxa2–+] 

20...Bg2+ 21.Kg1 Bxf3+ 22.Kf1 Bg2+!?
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Black can perform the checkmate, 
nonetheless during a real and practical 
game it's not so obvious. The situation 
isn't the same as sit on comfortably on 
our home couch... In any case, Black 
player founds another brilliant and 
aggressive move in order to continue his 
attack.

[22...Rg2!? 23.Qd3 Rxf2+ 24.Kg1 Rg2+ 
25.Kh1 Rg1#] 

23.Kg1 Bh3+!? [23...Be4+!? 24.Kf1 
Bf5! 25.Qe2 Bh3+ 26.Ke1 Rg1#] 
24.Kh1 Bxf2 [24...Bg4!?] 

25.Qf1 Bxf1 

Black have material superiority and he 
manage to win the game afterward.

26.Rxf1 Re2 27.Ra1 Rh6 28.d4 [28.Kg2
Bb6+ 29.Kf3 Rhxh2–+] 

28...Be3 [28...Be3 29.Rf2 Rxf2 30.Bxe3 
Rfxh2+ 31.Kg1 Rh1+ 32.Kg2 Rxa1 
33.Bxh6 gxh6–+]  0–1

Know Yourself

Everyone can achieve chess knowledge 
and play in a good level. For that all if 
you like to stand out of the mass, then it's
necessary to know yourself very well.

Know ourself is the key to success!

Know my self means that I know very 
well my strong and weak points. I know 
very well what my limits are and how to 
hide my weaknesses from the opponent.

We can know ourself by analyzing our 
games. Chess is like a marathon. For that
reason you need systematically and 
methodical work. 

Analysis of the Games

First things first, we should agree that 
defeat isn't a shame. Everybody can lose. 
When I say everybody I mean 
EVERYBODY! From the player that 
started chess today till the World Chess 
Champion. The point is if you learn from
your mistakes; if you use your loses in 
order to improve yourself in a way that 
you'll not going to repeat the same 
mistakes again.

Defeat can give us the ideal motivation in
order to analyze and improve our game. I
learn from my mistakes, do you?
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How Can I improve in 
Chess?

There are two main ways to improve 
ourself. The first is to study other players
games. Usually the most of top rated 
players are instructive, but some of them 
are absolutely diamonds. These special 
games called “model games”. We should 
carefully study them in order to “copy” 
their winning techniques into our games.

The other way, maybe the most 
important one, is analysis of your own 
games. This is an extremely important 
way to improve your game straight. You 
can do that by chess engines or with the 
help of an experience chess coach.

Immediately after his lost from 
unorthodox style of Michel Tal, Mikhail 
Botvinnik understood that something is 
wrong with his chess thinking system. He
searched for his own errors, spot them 
and almost all of his preparation based on
how to eliminate them.

It's controversial trying to improve in 
chess and repeat the same mistakes again
and again. Errors and mistakes are the 
biggest obstacle on our chess progress. In
the light of that, it's very important to 
learn how to analyze your games and 
find your mistakes.

Last but not least, I'd like to mention that 
it's important to write and keep your 
notes on your played games. This is a 
very useful tip that we learned from 
Russian strong players. Everyone of us 
select his moves by using his own 
understanding and thinking system. 

You can listen the other person, but 
investigate it by yourself; as Russian use 
to say.

What Shall I do Next?

As all things in life some times comes to 
the end. Nonetheless, it should not 
discourage you because if something 
comes to the end something new born!

I already had created for you a free chess 
course called “Learn, Plan, Win”. You 
can find the game by following the link 
below.

https://www.rules-chess-
strategies.com/en/04-best-players/wc-01-
steinitz/learn-play-win 

Note:
You need to register in the website; it's 
easy and fast; you just need to give some 
pieces of information regarding yourself. 
Then you'll be able to study the games.

Thank you for your interesting and time!

Best Regards,
Angelos Kesaris
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